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SUBJECT: TURKS AND CAICOS IS., BWI, WATER SHORTAGE 
REF: LONDON 1 1700 

1 . USN HAS AVAILABLE TWO BARGES LOCATED AT ROOSEVELT 
ROADS, PUERTO RICO, AND GUANTANAMO, CUBA EACH CAPABLE 

OF CARRYING THREE HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND U.S. GALLONS 
OF WATER. EACH BARGE WOULD REQUIRE APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS 
AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS TO FIT OUT. USN CANNOT 
GUARANTEE TOWS FOR THE BARGES. 

2. AVAILABILITY OF A 21,000 TON USN SHIP WITH WATER 
CAPACITY OF EIGHTEEN THOUSAND TONS PRESENTLY ENGAGED 
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IN RELIEF OPERATIONS TO CURACAO IS DEPENDENT ON DURATION 
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OF THAT TASK. PRESENT PLANS ANTICIPATE THIS SHIP WILL 
COMPLETE MISSION IN CURACAO ON/ABOUT 19 AUGUST. 

3. DOD UNABLE TO PROVIDE DESALINATION UNITS AT THIS TIME. 

4. FOR DOD TO PERFORM A HUMANITARIAN OPERATION OF THIS 
TYPE, THE TRANSACTION MUST INVOLVE AID'S OFFICE OF FOREIGN 
DISASTER RELIEF (AID/FDA), AND A CERTIFICATION BY DEPT OF 
STATE THAT SUITABLE COMMERCIAL RESOURCES ARE NOT AVAILABLE 

WOULD BE REQUIRED. (HUMANITARIAN RELIEF OPERATION UNDER 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT (AID/FDA) ALSO REQUIRES DECLARATION 
OF DISASTER BY CHIEF OF DIPLOMATIC MISSION PER 2FAM 060 
(AID HANDBOOK NO. 8). IF SUCH A SERVICE IS PROVIDED UY 
THE USG, IT WOULD BE ON A FULLY REIMBURSABLE BASIS. DOD 
OFFICIALS ESTIMATE THAT USG ASSISTANCE WOULD PROBABLY 
PROVE MORE EXPENSIVE TO HMG THAN COMMERCIAL CONTRACT. 

5. IF HMG DESIRES USG ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER, THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS REQUESTED: 

A) HOW HAVE WATER SHORTAGES ON THE ISLANDS BEEN SOLVED IN 
THE PAST? 

B) DOES HMG HAVE A SOURCE OF FRESH WATER IN THE AREA WHICH 
MIGHT BE LESS EXPENSIVE THAN WATER FROM THE USN DESALINIZA- 
TION PLANT AT GUANTANAMO? 

C) WHAT IS THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF GALLONS NEEDED TO 
ALLEVIATE CRISIS? THE OPTIMUM DESIRED NUMBER? (IT IS 

OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT NORMAL USAGE IS FORTY THOUSAND 
GALLONS PER WEEK, THAT THE PUBLIC CATCHMENT SUPPLY STOOD 
AT FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND GALLONS ON 12 JULY, AND THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT RAINFALL SINCE THAT DATE. 
FURTHER, IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT PUBLIC SUPPLY 
MAXIMUM CAPACITY IS EIGHT HUNDRED THOUSAND GALLONS.) 

D) HOW WOULD FRESH WATER BE TRANSFERRED FROM BARGES TO 
PUBLIC SUPPLY SYSTEM (I.E., WHERE COULD BARGES MOOR? 

WOULD USG HAVE TO SUPPLY PUMPS AND FITTINGS? WHAT ARE 
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS OF PUBLIC SUPPLY SYSTEM?). 

6. DEPT WILL PROVIDE LISTING OF AVAILABLE COMMERCIAL 
SOURCES IF REQUESTED. 

KISSINGER 
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